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Planet Dress fabric created for Helen,
a new prototype fabric

After graduating from Kingston Polytechnic
Helen begins fashion career in Italy

Exports to 24 countries,
opens 3 London stores

Tony trains in polymer science through BSc
and PhD at UMIST in Manchester

Nominated Designer of the Year

Fashion label closes
Writes autobiography
‘Fighting Fashion’

Made Research Fellow at
London College of Fashion

Produces art/science projects
‘Mental’ and ‘Eye and I’

NATO research fellow, University of
Minnesota, USA

Returns to UMIST as a Lecturer in Materials
Science, begins involvement in public
engagement in science

Moves to The University of Sheffield
as the Professor of Physical Chemistry

Features with Professor Richard Jones on
Radio 4’s ‘Material World’ programme

The Polymer Centre established in Sheffield,
Tony becomes Head of Chemistry
Department

Becomes the EPSRC Senior
Media Fellow
Gives the Royal Institution
Christmas Lectures broadcast
by Channel 4

Set up Belford Prints, London

Trish graduates in Printed Textiles, North
East London Polytechnic.

Prints for Helen Storey
fashion label

Awarded Honorary Fellow of the
Royal College of Art

Works with Helen on textiles for
Primitive Streak

Appointed Research Fellow
at Interface,
University of Ulster

Launches own
fashion label

Produces first art/science project ‘Primitive Streak’
Helen Storey Foundation established

Helen meets with Tony,
Richard Jones and
Malcolm Butler in Sheffield

Tony and Helen submit
EPSRC funding proposal

Trish and team awarded first
consultancy for Wonderland

First meeting between
Tony, Trish and Helen

Awarded EPSRC grant for
Wonderland research

Further funding awarded

Wonderland pilots in Sheffield and
is awarded funding from Arts
Council England and Arts Council
Northern Ireland for touring 19 Disappearing Dresses created in

Gallery Space/London College of Fashion
First dress dissolved in London

Wonderland opens in Belfast

Helen calls Trish asking ‘Can you make
textiles from plastics that disappear?’

Helen calls Tony Ryan and
asks, “Can a bottle have
intelligence?”

‘09

Textiles for Disappearing
Dress completed

                           Partner Biographies
Helen Storey
trained as a fashion designer working at Valentino and running
her own label until 1995. She is a Professor at London College
of Fashion and co-founder of the Helen Storey Foundation. In the
last decade Helen has produced 4 ambitious and global art/science
collaborations, unearthing new ideas for a better world. She lives
in London.

Tony Ryan OBE
is the Pro Vice Chancellor for the Faculty of Science at the University
of Sheffield where he was previously the ICI Professor of Physical
Chemistry. He’s written more than 200 scientific papers and a
book on polymer processing. He gave the Royal Institution Christmas
lectures in 2002 and is committed to promoting science as part
of culture and highlighting its benefit to society. He lives in Sheffield.

Trish Belford
is a textile designer and Senior Research Fellow with Interface in
the University of Ulster. In 1986 she set up Belford Prints, printing
for fashion designers. In 1996 she was awarded an Honorary
Fellowship at the Royal College of Art. Currently her main projects
are Wonderland textiles and Girli Concrete. In 2007 Girli Concrete,
Trish’s project with architect Ruth Morrow was awarded the
integrated art award as part of the renovation of the Derry
Playhouse. She lives in Belfast.

Wonderland shown
in Sheffield, seen by
3 million people

Features again on
‘Material World’
which leads to Helen’s
pivotal phone call


